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specially assessed on account of using well-water. There are no data sufficiently complete to show correctly how much the area under well irrigation had extended during the Survey lease. The only considerable change that had taken place in the agriculture of Dholka, in the thirty years, appears to have been in the extension of wheat cultivation, which was the consequence of the demand for Indian wheat for export to Europe that took place under the high prices of that article from. 1875 to 1879. There had been a contraction of the area when prices subsequently fell, but in 1885 there were still about 48,000 acres, or 34 per cent, of the whole cultivated area, cropped with it. Cotton remained at about the same area as it rose to under the stimulus of the high prices of the time of the American War. The total area of occupied Government land in 1885-86 was 89,159 acres, showing an increase of nearly 50 per cent, over the cultivation of 1856-57, the first year of the original settlement. This tract of country has not improved much in the matter of communications, owing to the extreme costliness of road-making in a country where there is no stone in situ, the whole consisting of deep alluvial soil. A road from Ahmaclabad towards Dhandhuka has been partially constructed, and is connected with Dholka by a cleared road. There are also cleared roads from Dholka to Ahrnadabtid and towards the Sabarmati in the direction of Kheda. The effect of the construction of the B. B. &, C. I. Railroad has been to make the market of Dholka of comparatively little importance, as the trade of the whole district now centres in Ahmadabad itself. The only fair, of any importance, is one held annually at Vaotha, to the south-east of Dholka, but even there trade to the value of only about Es. 30,000 appears to be done. The manufacture of country cloth, oil, and dye from safflower is carried on to some extent in Dholka, and two cotton-ginning factories have been established at Bavala and Dholka. Bice and wheat are the only agricultural products exported to any extent; the value of the former is estimated at about two and a quarter lakhs per annum. In the whole seventy-six villages population had increased only 9 per cent., but the proportion varied greatly in different parts. In the best and most highly cultivated it had only advanced 2~J- per cent,, and in the worst, towards the Hal, 62| per cent., probably in conse-